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PEI Rating

A PEI  rat ing i s based on the degree of deter iorat ion of a f loor t i le, not 
determined by the reduct ion in  i t s  thickness but by i t ’s appearance 
between the worn surface and the unworn surface.

Al though this i s  the only re l iable gauge for consumers to use in  
determining the wear expectat ions of f loor ing products,  i t  should be 
noted that this  rat ing scale i s not a measurement of  qual i ty.  I t  i s  a 
scale that gives an indicat ion of the areas of use each manufacturer 
recommends and has designed their  t i les  to be best  used.

The “standard test  method for visual  rat ing of  appearance of  resi l ient 
in-service exposure to foot t raff ic” was developed by the Porcelain 
Enamel  Inst i tute (PEI )  and is  recommended by the American Society 
Test ing Mater ials  (ASTM). This  i s  assessed under standard l ight ing 
condit ions. Thi s i s  more vi s ible on dark surfaces. For this  reason, the PEI  
value is  shown in catalogues on the individual t i le  and not the whole 
ser ies.

PEI  classes range f rom 1 to 5. PEI  2 i s  to be used in  areas where very 
low t raff ic i s  ant icipated. In many cases i t  i s  the aesthet ic detai l ing of 
these t i les that i s  the pr ime considerat ion. This  i s  why you wi l l  f ind high 
gloss ,  v ibrant colours  and metal l ic aspects in  this  group of  t i les .  Where 
as T i les  that have a PEI  rat ing of  5 are des igned for abrasive and heavy 
t raff ic areas. These t i les  wi l l  often be very dense and have a greater 
impact resistance.

PEI I – 1 No Foot Traffic
Ceramic t i le suggested for  inter ior resident ial  and commercia l  wal l  use 
only.

PEI II– 2 Light Traff ic
Ceramic t i le suggested for  inter ior resident ial  and commercia l  wal l  use 
and for resident ial  soft  t raff ic areas such as bathrooms and bedrooms 
where gent le footwear i s  used.

PEI III– 3 Light to Moderate Traffic
Ceramic t i le suggested for  resident ial  f loor ing, countertop and wal l  
appl icat ions, with the except ions of some entr ies and kitchens i f  heavy 
or  abrasive t raff ic i s  expected.
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PEI IV– 4 Moderate to Heavy Traff ic
Ceramic Ti le for Resident ial  (Entry, Ki tchen and balcony), Commercial  
and l ight inst i tut ional  f loor  and wal l  use. Areas where abrasive or  
outs ide dirt  could be t racked.

PEI V– 5 Heavy Traffic 
Ceramic t i les  for  al l  Resident ial ,  Commercial  and Inst i tut ional  f loor and 
wal l  appl icat ions subject to extremely heavy for very abrasive t raff ic.

DISCLAIMER
The technical details, recommendations and other information contained in this data sheet are given in good faith 
and represent the best of our knowledge and experience at the time of printing. It is your responsibility to ensure 
that our products are used and handled correctly and in accordance with any applicable Australian Standard, our 
instructions and recommendations and only for the uses they are intended. We also reserve the right to update 
information without prior notice to you to reflect our ongoing research and development program.

Country specific recommendations, depending on local standards, codes of practice, building regulations or industry 
guidelines, may effect specific installation recommendations.

The supply of our products & services is also subject to certain terms, warranties and exclusions, which may have 
already been disclosed to you in prior dealings or are otherwise available to you on request. You should make 
yourself familiar with them.


